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On Wednesday morning, the First Grade students invited the Kindergartners to 
have "a taste" (literally) of what they are learning. Ms. Devon and Morah 
Stephie prepared a joint activity where the children would combine their 
knowledge in a " How to?" multi-step process, by preparing different types of 
food according to the brachot we recite over them. Each team was assigned one 
station and they had to work collaboratively to create a delicious recipe for the 
65 attendees ( plus a bit extra for siblings). We celebrated our gourmet creations 
and get- together with root beer floats prepared by one of the teams. Later that 
afternoon when the Kindergarten students came to explore the 1st Grade 
classrooms with their parents, they were able to work on related brachot 
artwork, fun "How to?" worksheets, and enjoy the "fruit of their labor" with the 
other four types of food prepared earlier. Of course, showing gratitude to 
HaShem was an important hallmark by reciting the proper bracha before eating 
each food. It was an enjoyable experience for all and a great way to Sync with 
others! 

Gathering Strength 
It has been proven that 5 or more years 
of Jewish day school education is the 
most effective strategy to achieving 
Jewish continuity.  In fact, those who 
have 9+ years of Jewish day school 
education virtually do not disconnect 
from Jewish life.  So, let’s plan to keep 
our children’s progress going for the 
coming school year. 
 
Re-registration must be completed by 
Wednesday, February 1st, 2017 to 
guarantee your child’s continued 
enrollment.  Please avoid the last minute 
rush and Register Today.  
 
Tuition assistance is available provided 
all documents and forms are submitted 
by Wednesday, February 15th, 2017. 
Scholarship applications for current 
families will not be accepted after that 
date.  
 
Please go to www.hebrewday.org, click 
on Admissions, Tuition, Tuition 
Assistance Information.  
 
Let’s keep our children on track toward 
living meaningful, successful Jewish 
lives. 
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 Calendar of Events 

Head of School: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 
rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Assistant Head of School:   
Rabbi Meir Cohen 
rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 
 

Director of School Operations:  
Estelle Workman 
eworkman@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Enrollment:  
Beth Licha 
blicha@hebrewday.org  
 

Dean of Students:  
Giovanna Reinking 
giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 
rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 
klapp@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Development:  
Joyce Arovas 
jarovas@hebrewday.org 
 

 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large:  

Josh Cohen  Iliana Glovinsky 

Moises Eilemberg Gavin Horn 

Allen Gruber  Hilary Kleinman 

Yonina Kaplan  Philip Silverman 

Michael Leeman  Yvonne Venger 

Marilyn Williams Marcia Wollner 

Missy Wrotslavsky Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

       January 

January 23, 2017 
Step Up to Kindergarten 3:45 pm 
Science Fair Award Night 7pm 
 

January 24, 2016 
Girls Soccer Game 4 pm 
Movin’ into Middle School Night  
5th grade 6:30 pm 
 

January 25, 2017 
Boys Basketball Game  4 pm 
 

January 26, 2017 
Kindergarten Sea World Field Trip 
Girls Soccer Game 4 pm 
 

January 27, 2017 
Rosh Chodesh Assembly 1:15 pm 
 
 

January 30, 2017 
Girls Soccer Game 4 pm 
 

January 31, 2017 
Make-Up Picture Day 
Boys JV Basketball Game 3:15 pm 
Girls Soccer Game 3:30 pm 
Boys Varsity Basketball Game 4:15pm 
 

February 1, 2017 
Early Dismissal 1 pm 
 

February 2, 2017 
Boys Basketball Game 4:30 pm 
 
February 8, 2017 
2nd Grade Chumash Milestone 
Celebration 
 
 

February 15, 2017 
1st Grade Siddur Milestone 
Celebration 
 
February 20, 2017 
No School - President’s Day 
 

February 27, 2017 
Rosh Chodesh Assembly 2:50 pm 
 

February 28, 2017 
3rd Grade Invention Convention 
 

March 3, 2017 
2nd Trimester Ends 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28     

mailto:rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org
mailto:eworkman@hebrewday.org
mailto:klapp@hebrewday.org
mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org


3 

 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School                Kolenu                              January 20, 2017 -  22 Tevet 5777 

 Parshat Shemot 
OVERVIEW: Parshat Shemot (Exodus 1:1 – 6:1) 
With the death of Yosef, the Book of Bereishet (Genesis) comes to an end. The Book of Shmot (Exodus) chronicles the creation 
of the nation of Israel from the descendants of Yaakov. At the beginning of this week's Parsha, Pharaoh, fearing the population 
explosion of Jews, enslaves them. However, when their birthrate increases, he orders the Jewish midwives to kill all newborn 
males. Yocheved gives birth to Moshe and hides him in the reeds by the Nile. Pharaoh's daughter finds and adopts him, 
although she knows he is probably a Hebrew. Miriam, Moshe's sister, offers to find a nursemaid for Moshe and arranges for his 
mother Yocheved to be his nursemaid. Years later, Moshe witnesses an Egyptian beating a Hebrew and Moshe kills the 
Egyptian. Realizing his life is in danger, Moshe flees to Midian where he rescues Tzipporah, whose father Yitro approves their 
subsequent marriage. On Chorev (Mt. Sinai) Moshe witnesses the burning bush where G-d commands him to lead the Jewish 
People from Egypt to Eretz Yisrael, the land promised to their ancestors. Moshe protests that the Jewish People will doubt his 
being G-d's agent, so G-d enables Moshe to perform three miraculous transformations to validate himself in the people's eyes: 
Transforming his staff into a snake, his healthy hand into a leprous one, and water into blood. When Moshe declares that he is 
not a good public speaker G-d tells him that his brother Aharon will be his spokesman. Aharon greets Moshe on his return to 
Egypt and they petition Pharaoh to release the Jews. Pharaoh responds with even harsher decrees, declaring that the Jews 
must produce the same quota of bricks as before but without being given supplies. The people become dispirited, but G-d 
assures Moshe that He will force Pharaoh to let the Jews leave.   (C) 2017 Ohr Somayach International 

DRASHA:  There are crises that develop slowly and gradually while 
there are others that are sudden, surprising and unexpected. We 
see that in Jewish history both types of difficulties abound. The 
fall of the northern kingdom of Israel – that of the ten tribes – was 
sudden and unexpected. Only a short time before the northern 
kingdom of Israel had been one of the major military powers in 
the area. 
  
The destruction of the First Temple in Jerusalem and of the 
kingdom of Judah more than a century later was a long drawn out 
affair completely predictable and predicted. In perfect hindsight, a 
strong case can be made that based on the history of anti-
Semitism in Europe and especially its virulence in the period 
between the two world wars of the twentieth century, the 
occurrence of a Holocaust, though perhaps not its magnitude 
could also have been foreseen. 
  
The enslavement of the Jewish people in Egyptian bondage was 
certainly something that was unexpected and unforeseen. Even 
though the Jewish people had a tradition from their forefather 
Abraham that they would be enslaved in a strange country for a 
considerable period of time, they apparently did not feel that 
Egypt was that country and that this would be that time. 
  
After all, Joseph was the savior of Egypt and the Jews felt 
comfortable living in Egypt and, to a certain extent, even 
integrating themselves into the general Egyptian society. All of 
this would be to no avail for there would arise a Pharaoh who 
chose not to acknowledge Joseph and the past and turned his 
unjustified wrath against the Jewish population of Egypt. And this 
all happened rapidly and almost  without  warning. 
  

There are conflicting opinions in Midrash regarding the spiritual 
standards of the Jewish people before and during their 
enslavement there. There is an opinion that they were traditional, 
God-fearing and stubborn. They retained their language, mode of 
dress and moral behavior. There is another almost opposite 
opinion that they too had become pagans, worshiped idols and 
were not very different than the other members of Egyptian 
society at that time. 
  
One can easily say that both opinions are correct because they are 
referencing different groups within the Jewish people. The tribe of 
Levi remained loyal to the tenets of the house of Jacob and to the 
monotheistic tradition, which made it unique amongst all nations 
of that ancient world. However, undoubtedly there were many 
others, perhaps even the vast majority of the Jewish people, who 
assimilated completely into Egyptian society. 
  
They were the victims of an anti-Jewish decree that they never 
understood.  After all, they were good Egyptians, so why were 
they singled out for enslavement. The Midrash also teaches us 
that a vast number of these Jews never made it out of Egypt when 
the eventual redemption occurred. This perhaps was even 
voluntary on their part for we see that throughout the years in the 
desert of Sinai, there was a constant call from some of the Jews to 
return to Egypt even if that meant slavery and hardship. 
  
The original exile of the Jews in Egypt serves as a paradigm for all 
later exiles and persecutions, no matter if they come on suddenly 
or gradually. This makes this Torah reading extremely relevant to 
our current Jewish world. 
 
 Shabat shalom.   Rabbi Berel Wein    (C) 2017 
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 The Soille Scene 

Morah Stephie's first grade students and their families have created the most stunning 3-D projects to display their 
Torah knowledge in connection with the Successful Me Middot Program. As we concluded Sefer Beresheet, each 
family had to select a Parsha that best represents a value from our Successful Me program.  Families were 
encouraged to work collaboratively, and to take this opportunity to discuss what is truly important and meaningful 
in their lives. The result was a great array of visually appealing and highly creative projects. Most importantly, was 
the tremendous knowledge and sense of identity that our students showed when presenting their projects in class. It 
was so impressive to hear the clarity and  deep understanding for our Torah values and how applicable they are in 
their lives.  Yasher Koach to our First Graders and their wonderful families for this success! 

Who says adding and subtracting fractions can't be fun? The fifth grade used M and M’s as math manipulatives.  

The pre-algebra class worked on creating scale drawings and presented them this week. They did a great job!  
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 The Soille Scene 

Become an Ambassador 
We are giving you a choice:  write to newly inaugurated President Trump (as of now at least 50 remain open), OR you can join 
our growing Ambassador’s Group, who share the goal of introducing Hebrew Day’s wonderful program to prospective families.   
Can you help us reach out to families?  We are welcoming of all others, regardless of observance and affiliation; anyone you 
know who wants to raise a caring, connected Jewish child should consider our program.  Become an Ambassador today. 

 

SSDHDS Middle School students are 
excited to announce the first ever 
publication of the "Husky Herald" due to 
come out on Monday! The Husky Herald 
is a digital newspaper written by the 
students, for the students. It covers 
everything from sports news to teacher 
interviews. Look out for the Husky 

Herald link coming your way next week! 
Newspaper staff: 
Aharon Barker (Press Official) 
Jordan Lerner: (Comic maker) 
Sophie Guenniche (Activity Page 
Director) 
Naomi Moryosef (Entertainment 
Director) 

Lia Ellis (Statistics Manager) 
Savannah Wrotslovsky (Advice Column) 
Nisso Adato (Cookbook Official) 
Ariel Adato (Tech Manager) 
Netanel Dimenstein (Student Editor) 
Matisyahu Kleinman (Pro Sports 
Manager) 
Ms. Ryan (Faculty Advisor and Editor) 
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 Hebrew Day Staff Spotlight 
This week’s Staff Spotlight: Rachel Hudlow 

 

Question: Your Answer: 

What is your role at Soille? Middle School Math Teacher 

Tell us a little bit about your history such as where 
you grew up, brothers and sisters . . . 

I was born in Southern California but moved to Central 
America at 4 months old.  I have two brothers and one 
sister.  My family and I lived in El Salvador for about 9 
years and Cameroon, Africa for 6 years.  My family 
currently lives on four different continents - skype calls 
these days require much coordination with time zones :) 

What/who made the most impact on you during 
your school years? 

I had several teachers in high school who greatly 
impacted me.  They embraced life and encouraged their 
students to live intentionally.  They modeled what it 
looked like to take their faith seriously and supported us 
in our journeys.   

What are some of your talents, activities or hobbies 
that occupy your time when not at work? 

Playing volleyball (at the beach, on grass, or indoors) is 
a favorite pastime of mine, as is playing guitar and 
spending time with people.  I’m part of a Lifegroup 
through my church and I enjoy learning other languages 
and traveling.   

Who is someone you look up to and why? There are many people I look up to.  One that stands out 
to me today is my father.  He is kind-hearted, generous 
beyond measure, and deeply committed to G-d.  He 
desires that people all over the world encounter G-d’s 
love.  He has led and loved our family with wisdom and 
humility. 

What do you like most about working at Soille? I’m thankful for the community of Soille.  I enjoy getting 
to know my coworkers as well as the students and 
families that are part of this school.  It’s especially neat 
to teach various sets of siblings throughout the years. 

Faculty:  Tell us about a moment you had a great 
impact on students during your time as a teacher. 
 

Staff: Tell us about a moment in your life you are 
proud of.   

I’m encouraged when students begin to see the bigger 
picture -- that while math is definitely important, life isn’t 
just about mastering one concept.  The way we live, how 
we interact with one another, and the process of 
learning how to learn are life-long skills. 



7 

 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School                Kolenu                              January 20, 2017 -  22 Tevet 5777 

 Preschool Page 
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 Preschool Page 
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 Community News 
Mazel Tov to… 

...Hayley Schonland (HDS Class of 2006) on her marriage to Natan Orlofsky and 

to proud parents Addison and Stephanie Schonland. 

...Michoel and Chavi Peikes on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Avraham, at Beth 

Jacob, and to proud grandparents Rabbi Yoel and Tziporah Adelman and 

families. 

Welcome to Rabbi Benzion Twerski, Scholar In Residence at Adat Yeshurun. 

 

 

Recycle your  
ink cartridges  

Bring in your used ink    
cartridges to Hebrew Day! 

 

Save the Date:   
Sunday, February 12, 2017 
Mexican Buffet Dinner 
Taste the flavors of Mexico from 4:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. 
 
In support of the 8th Grade Trip to Israel 
Dinner will be held at Congregation Adat 
Yeshurun 

Box Tops Check 
for $393.10  
Received! 
Thank you!!  From all of 
the Box Tops you col-
lected and submitted 
we earned our first check from Box Tops for Educa-
tion!  As promised, this money is subsidizing new play-
ground equipment.  Among the items being ordered 
are: new soccer balls, playground balls, jump ropes, 
trampoline and whistles.   

Keep collecting your Box Tops!   
The next deadline is in March, so you have plenty of 
time to collect the Box Tops and submit them to the 
front desk.  For every 10 Box Tops your child submits, 
they will receive a prize.  Hebrew Day receives 10 
cents for every Box Top submitted. 

Science  

Fair  

is  

Here! 





 
 
 
 
 
 

 

El Niño 

Permitting 

Annual Park  
Inaugural   

The Fun & Oxymoronic  

Outdoor competition; lawn bowling, bucket fish’n, beanbag-toss , tickets, 

raffles, a closing dvar Torah, and SAN DIEGO’S ONLY KOSHER DAIRY BBQ! 

Enjoy a great day at our BJC “The Weintraub Children’s Park” 

10:30am -12:15pm 

 

Sunday, Feb. 19th 
February 23rd  

To whence run all those children? 



 
 
 
 

Kids 5 & Up↑ 
meet at 

BJC’s  
Mesita Entrance 

 

This event was; suggested by a shul 
member - Ron Caplan, and won last 

year by – Yehoshua Cohen. 
Previous Winner was Eli Desmond! 

 

Planes will be 
judged on 
multiple 

categories: 
 The winning plane will be 

reproduced as two  gold

replicas.  One replica will 
be taken home by the 

winner of the 
competition; the other 

will be on display for 
temporary perpetuityTM in 

Beth Jacob. 
 

Snacks and drinks 
provided! 

 . . . . 
 

This is a free  
young BJC event! 

 

4855 College Ave 92115 

. . . . 
 

Wings of the Wind 
3rd paper-airplane competition 

Sunday, February 12th   
10:30 -11:30am 

4855 College Ave 92115 

 /  Psalms 104:3)ג:קד   ְתִהִלים( 

Let your ideas  
take flight. 
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